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this war would have been such an inev-
itable result and foregone conclusion. 

But the clock ticks towards zero, and 
the President’s ultimatum has 25 hours 
and 12 minutes yet to run. The Repub-
lican leadership has adjourned down-
town for a big fundraiser, and the 
House is going dark.

f 

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 837, FUELS 
SECURITY ACT OF 2003 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
this evening in support of H.R. 837, the 
renewable fuels agreement. 

Mr. Speaker, at the present time U.S. 
fuel prices are at an all-time high, $3 
per gallon in parts of the country, and 
$2 per gallon in most other parts. We 
are nearly 60 percent dependent on for-
eign oil. We currently import 13 mil-
lion barrels of petroleum a day, and we 
produce only 6 million barrels per day 
domestically, so there is a tremendous 
imbalance there. 

The Mideast crisis points up the un-
certainty of our fuel supply. The re-
newable fuels agreement would in-
crease ethanol production to nearly 
that of Iraq by 2012. Right now, we see 
by this chart that this is our current 
ethanol production. This is the amount 
of fuel that we import from Iraq, and 
by 2002 we would have ethanol produc-
tion ramped up to somewhere near 
what we currently import from Iraq. 

The way the ethanol industry is 
going, I would predict that we will far 
surpass by 2012 the 7 billion gallons or 
7 billion barrels that we are currently 
importing from Iraq. 

Many times agriculture and environ-
mental groups are at odds. This is one 
case where I hope we are all on the 
same page, because ethanol production 
certainly benefits the environment. 
First of all, it decreases carbon mon-
oxide emissions, which lead to ozone 
pollution; secondly, it decreases carbon 
dioxide and methane emissions by as 
much as 35 percent, which causes glob-
al warming. 

In 2002, the ethanol industry reduced 
greenhouse emissions by 4.3 million 
tons in 1 year, 2002. Then, of course, 
ethanol does replace MTBE, which has 
been proven to pollute groundwater, so 
we think it is a win-win, in many 
cases. 

Another common myth people do not 
correctly understand is that ethanol 
somehow is a negative use of energy. In 
actual fact, we find that ethanol pro-
duction results in a positive use of en-
ergy. For every Btu of energy of fossil 
fuels used to produce ethanol, we get 
1.389 Btus in return, a gain of almost 
four-tenths of a Btu. By contrast, gaso-
line, for 1 Btu of energy to produce, 
yields only eight-tenths of a Btu. 
MTBE produces roughly 6.75. So this is 
one area where we actually are increas-
ing the amount of energy that we have 
available to us. 

Implementation of the renewable 
fuels agreement will result in lower 
prices at the pump. This, again, is 
something most people understand; but 
this legislation, H.R. 837, will create 
much more flexibility within the refin-
ery industry, which will allow ethanol 
to be produced at certain places at cer-
tain times when it is most cost-effec-
tive. Therefore, there will be a reduc-
tion in price at the pump. 

Renewable fuels legislation will 
boost the United States’ economy. I 
think this, again, is something people 
are not aware of. This legislation will 
reduce crude oil imports by 1.6 billion 
barrels while cutting the trade deficit 
by $34 billion over the next 9 years. 

Currently the greatest part of our 
trade deficit has to do with petroleum 
imports. This will substantially reduce 
that. Also, this legislation will reduce 
government payments to farmers by 
$5.9 billion while adding $51 billion to 
the farm economy through 2012. So 
again, we feel this is a win-win situa-
tion. 

H.R. 837 will result in roughly 5 per-
cent of our fuel supply coming from 
ethanol. Actually, there is much great-
er potential than this 5 percent. In 
Brazil, for instance, 22 percent of the 
fuel supply comes from ethanol. We 
have many automobiles, and fleets of 
automobiles and trucks in our country 
that currently use a formulation 85 
percent ethanol, so the opportunity is 
practically limitless here. 

Also, we would like to mention bio-
diesel, which uses soybeans. This has 
expanded very rapidly. 

I urge, Mr. Speaker, passage of H.R. 
837. This is part of the energy bill at 
the present time. If it does not go in 
the energy bill, we will introduce it 
and have introduced it as stand-alone 
legislation. I urge passage of H.R. 837. 
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 975, BANKRUPTCY ABUSE 
PREVENTION AND CONSUMER 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2003 

Mr. SESSIONS, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 108–42) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 147) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 975) to amend title 11 of 
the United States Code, and for other 
purposes, which was referred to the 
House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed.

f 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Ms. CARSON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. CARSON of Indiana addressed 
the House. Her remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f 

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER 
TIME 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take the 5 min-

utes of the gentlewoman from Indiana 
(Ms. CARSON). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ERRONEOUS JUSTIFICATIONS FOR 
WAR IN IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I lis-
tened to the President’s speech last 
night. I have no doubt that the Presi-
dent loves this country as much as I 
do, and he wants to do what is right. 
My problem with what he said is this: 
Many of the facts he cites and the 
things he believes about Iraq and about 
international law, and I hate to say 
this, are just plain wrong. 

There is a very good article in to-
day’s Washington Post buried on page 
13 which is entitled ‘‘Bush Clings to 
Dubious Allegations About Iraq,’’ 
which I will submit for the RECORD. It 
reminds us of some things we have for-
gotten. 

For instance, does Iraq have nuclear 
weapons? Is it trying to make them? 
The President has said that Iraq tried 
to buy high-strength aluminum tubes 
to use in machinery to enrich uranium. 
The International Atomic Energy Com-
mission determined the tubes were for 
conventional weapons. 

The administration has pointed to 30 
pounds of fissile material that was 
being smuggled into Iraq in a taxi from 
Turkey. It turned out to be less than 3 
ounces of nonradioactive metal. 

In his State of the Union Address, the 
President relied on a report that Iraq 
tried to buy uranium in Niger, in Afri-
ca. That turned out to be a forgery, and 
it was a forgery that the CIA had 
warned the administration about. 

Last week the Vice President said 
Iraq has ‘‘reconstituted nuclear weap-
ons.’’ Later in the same interview, he 
said that Iraq would get nuclear weap-
ons, and it was only a matter of time. 
But the International Atomic Energy 
Commission, which has people on the 
ground in Iraq, or did until we told 
them to get out, says that there is no 
indication of resumed nuclear activi-
ties. 

Does Iraq have ballistic missiles that 
can strike Saudi Arabia, Israel, and 
Turkey, as the President said? U.N. 
arms inspectors found the missiles, de-
termined they could not fly as far as 
those three countries, but they ordered 
them destroyed anyway. The Iraqis de-
stroyed them, but the President said 
Hussein has ordered continued produc-
tion, apparently based on nothing more 
than an electronic intercept where 
someone said they could build missiles 
in the future. 

Does Iraq have an extensive ongoing 
weapons program? Well, a graduate 
student 12 years ago wrote a paper that 
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